final thoughts.

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to write an article, have an
idea, or submit photos for the next Holler issue, please email the board at:
TheBoard@HearthStoneNeighborhood.com

The next Holler issue will be released in the fall so get those ideas working!

‘When Hugo
Called on

Hearthstone
~ By Ed Singletary

i/ /X L7

In the course of its 33-year history, Hearth-
stone has faced a number of challenges, both
natural and man-made. In the former category,
no event tops the rude and unlikely arrival of
Hurricane Hugo in September of 1989. The
neighborhood’s response to this near-disaster
was is many ways emblematic of characteris-
tics which define Hearthstone to this day.

A Category 5 mega-storm, Hugo formed
off the Cape Verde Islands to the west of
equatorial Africa, wreaking havoc across the
Caribbean
and slam-
ming into
Charleston,
packing 120
mph winds.
A fast mov-
er, Hugo
made the
200-mile trip
to Charlotte
in just over six hours, spinning off tornadoes
fore and aft. It was a direct hit on the metro
area — at night, no less - and an anomaly in
Charlotte’s known metrological history. With
sustained winds of 60 mph and gusts to 90,
Hugo’s legacy of devastation was both broad
and deep. 23 years later, Hugo-sculpted trees
abound in the woods of Beatty Park.

While Hugo didn’t leave a lasting mark on
the landscape of Hearthstone, the residents
who endured it recall 9/29/89 and the ensuing
weeks as a time of hardship and selflessness.
Toppled trees crisscrossed Rocking Chair,
Quilting Roads and Butter Churn Lane, as well
as the yards of every house. At least one house
took a direct hit. Electricity was out for over
two weeks. Most every home was flooded to
some extent. Candles and gas-powered genera-
tors abounded in the houses of residents who
didn’t retreat to temporary quarters elsewhere.
Just getting into and/or out of the area was
beyond problematic. Yet, no resident or pet
sustained serious injury.

D

Jerry Martin, an
original Hearth-
stone resident who
> 1s still known for
Peiei his prowess with
~JLB%¢ (and enthusiasm

.

* "M% accompanied by
| most every other

resident capable of pitching in with the heavy
manual labor involved in the clean-up. Neigh-
bors cooked for one another and otherwise
shared in the tasks of daily living.

Jerry, who moved to Rocking Chair Road
with wife Charlotte in 1979, when it consisted
of a half-dozen houses on two streets
(Rocking Chair and Quilting), was instrumen-
tal in establishing the nearby Country Haven
Swim and Racquet Club (now the Weddington
Swim & Racket Club). The Martins arrived
shortly after Ray and Diane Ramsey - the first
Hearthstone owners - and Dana and Vicky
McKittrick moved to Rocking Chair. The
three families had been neighbors in the
Country Woods neighborhood near Sharon
Amity Road, and remain neighbors today.
Jerry recalls the founding of the Neighbor-
hood Association and the Country Haven club
as two defining events in the first decade of
Hearthstone. It was a neighborly place — and a
bit of an anomaly in an area of farms and va-
cant land in what was then a remote corner of
both Mecklenburg and Union counties. It was
also near alone amongst new neighborhoods
in the Charlotte region: the developers spared
most of the trees during construction. Jerry
notes that “everyone” came to neighborhood
meetings during that first decade. And, their
kids sustained friendships into college and
beyond, as evidenced by the recent informal
reunion of several of these twenty-
something’s last month.

The McKittricks gz
were attracted to
Hearthstone by
features which still
distinguish the
neighborhood: ac-
cess to good
schools, the ability
to walk its streets
without interference
from through traffic, the value and quality of
the houses, broad front porches, the tree cano-
py and the adjacent woods (and what those
woods became — Beatty Park). They cite the
friendliness of their neighbors as incentive for
both moving - and remaining - here.

As Hearthstone grew, it lost some of the
cohesiveness which had characterized its be-
ginnings. Issues arose which were more divi-
sive than those which confronted the first
generation of inhabitants. We’ll explore some
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My name Kathi Hart and I am so ex-
cited to be one of the new Co-
Presidents for Hearthstone. I have
lived in Hearthstone since 2005 with
my husband John and our little boy
Nolan who is 4 1/2. John & 1 grew up
together in a small town in central
Florida and moved to Charlotte to es-
cape the heat! When we moved in, we
had lived in neighborhoods before, but
had no idea what a real community
was all about. Hearthstone has been
amazing and we feel so lucky to have
stumbled upon it. We have thoroughly
enjoyed our time here and want to give
back to the community we love so
much. In the
past few years,
neighborhood
events have
fallen off a bit.
Many of us
have really
missed these
traditions. This year we would like to
get the Hearthstone HOA back in full
swing.

2012 Summer
Issue

ol :".,"

My name is Tina Brooks and I am so
pleased to be co-president with Kathi
Hart. 1 have lived in Hearthstone
since March of 2007
with my husband
Colin, our 16-year-
old son Ryan, our 4-
¥ year-old  daughter
% Charleigh, and our
new dog Roxy. I
am originally from
Canada and moved
to the United States
in 2005. As a registered nurse I am
currently working in Rock Hill. I love
to sing, play all sports, and try new
adventurous things. I feel we have a
real gem as far as neighborhoods go.
The togetherness, compassion and
general caring for thy neighbor have
warmed my heart since the day we
moved in. I have enjoyed the past five
years of living in this wonderful
neighborhood and look forward to
seeing if we can breathe new life back
into the HOA!

of these - as well as some more of the good
stuff - in future issues of the Holler.

We encourage y’all to write in with your
take on things, ideas for feature articles
(which you either write yourself or relate to
our “staff”), all the news that fits, etc. Mean-
time, somebody let us know who the heck
Tilly Morris is (or was) and, if pertinent, why
we should care. As always, don’t let facts get
in the way of a good story.....
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sol(sun) and stiti- -
um (to stop), re- :
flecting the fact

that the Sun ap-

pears to stop at
this time (and
again at the win-
ter solstice).

Congratulations to
all the 2012
Graduates of
HearthStone!

If you have any suggestions for the neighborhood or would like to participate in
any HearthStone events please let us or any HOA board member know!

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/HearthStoneHood
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HearthStone would like to say welcome to
our new neighbors Kim Rodgers and her son
Trey. They recently purchased the brick
home on 2905 Carding Place. Kim is a

The Crane family is also new to the
neighborhood and has moved into
2905 Butter Churn Lane. It's the
house with the metal roof! The
new neighbors are Jeff, Suzi, and
their son Jac who is 3. Jac attends
Canfield Academy.

J

2 \

learning consultant at Bank of America and Both work at Firebirds, Jeff as a Z
works out of her home office. She has lived chef and Suzi as a sales manager. =
in Charlotte most of her life and is excited to Their hobbies are outdoor recrea-
be in a neighborhood with such charm. tion involving boating and camping.
We are so happy you have chosen
Kim recently HearthStone to call home!
started to take
on gardening
as a new hob- ,
by and has jA
e N g N
(= w7%i her new yard. e VTS
Lol \\\m A — t ~

Both Kim and Trey are looking forward to L A

settling in and enjoying the neighborhood. & y

She is interesting in getting a Bunco game

together with any neighborhood folks who Welcome to the world Layne Tilley

would like to play so let her know! And daughter of Chad & Ashley of 2911

lastly, thanks to Kim for graciously volun- Butter Churn Lane and Jackson

teering to take over the HOA Secretary D'Apice son of Peter & Heather of

o 2901 Butter Churn Lane.
position on the board.
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As beautiful as living in HearthStone may be, you probably have Ao e g
some un-welcome guests in and around your yard. The following -~ = - . .. v~ 1 St 3
tips were given as a safety precaution by Bryon May of Landcrafters T A n )
Group. ,@% T e e
First off, snakes are in your yard even though you may not see them. » = % 7 S 4 Y Qe
Most snakes will slither away first but never provoke them and stay . = "y s Wiy

away from any snake nest you may know of. ATSORQERAN,
The most common snakes that neighbors may see are black snakes, = & . N T
rat snakes, and copperhead snakes. Black snakes and rat snakes are actually good to have as
they will eat insects and mice. Copperheads on the other hand can be extremely dangerous
and sometimes lethal if bitten. Copperheads like water areas and spots where there is debris
like stacked wood or branch piles. Before you pick up any piles of sticks or move any piles
of wood, scatter the piles around first to scare off any snakes that may be inside the piles.

Use a stick and stand a few feet back when you do so. Since copperheads love water, remem-

ber to keep pools of water dumped and keep an eye out if you have a stream in your back

yard. And as always, NEVER pick up any snake. You may be able to identify a found snake

but you can never be sure what kind of mood the snake may be in!

It’s so refreshing to see how many neigh-
bors are taking the time and money to fix up
their home. Not only does this help the
property value to you and your neighbors,
but it makes HearthStone look warm and
more inviting to everyone that visits. This
is also a great way to help those who are
selling their home. With more people want-
ing to stay for the long run in the neighbor-
hood, it’s definitely making HearthStone a
better place to call home!

-Malissa Day
.’ . A .' A’ )
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